
Statement To Be Read for Moravian Music Sunday 2023 

 

An argument has been made that perhaps every Sunday is Moravian Music Sunday and 

on a certain level that is true. Imagine a service without a liturgy, without hymns, anthems, or a 

benediction. The message of the service might remain, but all the color would be gone. All of the 

qualities that make us who we are would disappear. From the earliest years of the church, music 

has been used by the Moravians to spread God’s message, to build community, and to praise the 

beauty and glory of God.  

 We often say that, as Moravians, we sing our faith. For Zinzendorf, music was the most 

effective tool in spreading the message. It was an immediate means by which to learn what it 

meant to be Moravian. Music was not simply an act. It was a physical manifestation of our faith. 

As the Synod of 1750 proclaimed in respect to the use of hymnals: “A congregation of the Savior 

must be able to sing without a book, for they are to live in the matter itself.” The hymns were not 

beautiful decorations to adorn the service, but rather the true essence of who we were and still 

are today.  

We sing to praise God and thank him for his gifts. We sing to lament and seek solace in 

our sorrow. Music brings us together as a community of faith. We share in the joy of making 

beautiful sounds together. When we sing, we also link ourselves to the long and storied tradition 

of our church. As many of us can attest, music can be a powerful reminder of those who have 

gone before, both the big names, such as Christian Gregor or Count Zinzendorf, but also those 

closest to our hearts. How many have had the experience of hearing the strains of a beautiful 

hymn conjure up the voice of a beloved grandmother singing those familiar words so long ago? 

There is a comfort in knowing that we are the keepers of a tradition that binds us together across 

the centuries, but also a responsibility to ensure that we keep this music alive for future 

generations.  

 This Sunday we celebrate the joy that God has given the ability to write music and words 

to so many Moravians over the centuries. Our music unites us in worship, prayer, joy, and 

sorrow. As so many people from outside of the church have noticed over the centuries, 

Moravians are a uniquely musical people, but what sets us apart is that we choose to embody 

what we are singing and playing. Today, and every day, let us remember that if we sing it, then 

we should believe it; if we believe it, then we should live it, together. 



The Moravian Music Foundation is an interprovincial agency of the Moravian Church in 

America, Northern and Southern Provinces. The Moravian Music Foundation preserves, shares, 

and celebrates Moravian music through publications and recordings, workshops and events, 

educational outreach, and Moravian Music Festivals. Visit the Foundation’s website – 

www.MoravianMusic.org – for more information, and please contact the Foundation’s office in 

Bethlehem or Winston-Salem if the staff can serve you or this congregation. Sing to the Lord a 

new song, for God has done marvelous things! 

http://www.moravianmusic.org/

